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BOROUGH  OF  B R I D G NOR  T.H 


College  House  3 
Bridgnorth. 
Octoterj  1958. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
Bridgnorth  Corporation. 


Mr.  Mayor  3 Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  perusal  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ended  31-'t  Decemter,  1957* 

Matters  connected  I’jith  the  health  and  \jelfare  of  the 
community  are  dealt  viith,  as  has  teen  customary,  in  six  sections  . 

A fe\\)  trief  comments,  summarising  the  main  points  from  each,  may 
usefully  te  made  ty  vjay  of  introduction. 

The  health  of  the  Borough,  as  judged  ty  its  Vital  Statistics, 
continues  to  te  satisfactory,  though  an  unfortunately  high  Still 
Birth  Rate  falls  to  te  recorded  for  1957*  This  Rate  hovever , is 
liatls  to  shovj  quite  vide  fluctuations  from  year  to  year,  as  is 
explained  in  more  detail  in  Section  A, 

Of  the  other  Vital  Statistics,  the  Birth  Rate  'is  slightly 
atove  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Death 
Rate  veil  telov  . The  numter  of  deaths  and  the  Death  Rate  vere 
the  lovest  in  the  eight  years  for  vhich  fig'ores  are  availatle. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  shovn  a very  satisfactory  decline 
since  I95O3  nnd  the  1957  figure  is  less  than  half  that  for  England 
and  Wales . 

A short  sharp  outtreah  of  Influenza  in  the  Autumn  vas 
our  share  of  the  pandemic  vhich  had  tegun  in  the  Far  East  in 
the  Spring  and  had  spread  rather  alarmingly  through  many  countries 
in  several  continents  tefore  reaching  Britain.  School-children  in 
Bridgnorth  proved  ready  victims  to  the  causal  virus,  adults  tecoming 
infected  rather  later  in  the  outtreak. 

The  incidence  of  notifiatle  infectious  diseases  vas  very  lov 
as  compared  vith  1956. 

Of  the  problems  connected  vith  environmental  hygiene,  perhaps 
the  most  trying  vas  that  of  sludge-drainage  at  the  sevage-tr eatment 
vorks . The  matter  vas  thoroughly  investigated.  A series  of  tests 
to  ascertain  the  effect  on  the  sevage  of  trade  vaste  from  the  gas 
vorks  vas  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  report 
of  the  Ministry  Inspector,  called  in  for  advice  on  the  vhole 
problem,  vas  availed. 

Difficulties  encountered  over  the  acquisition  of  land  for 
a pumping  station  and  treatment-vorks  hampered  progress  in  connection 
vith  the  severage  of  Quatford. 

Public  criticism  of  the  refuse-tip  led  to  negotiations  for  the 
use  of  land  at  Eardington  for  tipping.  These  vere  still  in  progress 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  tut  it  did  not  appear  likely  that 
agreement  could  te  reached  vith  the  ovner  on  the  matters  at  issue. 

Financial  restrictions  led  to  a further  suspension  of  the 
general  house-building  programme  vhich  in  turn  precluded  any 
progress  in  slum  clearance. 

It  vas  hoped  that  the  scheme  for  providing  grouped  dvellings 
for  .old  people  on  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate  could  te  brought  to 
fruition  in  1958. 


V/e  lost  Hr.  Morgans  frora  tlie  Putlic  rlsa.ltM  staff  in 
Septeniter  1957  nlisn  Me  left  us  to  talie  up  an  appointment 
\-jith.  another  Local  Authority.  His  successor,  Mr.  Dixon, 
did  not  take  up  office  till  January  1958.  All  credit 
is  due  to  Mr.  Shavj  for  the  yay  in  i-jhich  he  carried  out 
the  corfcined' duties  of  Surveyor  and  Putlic  Health  Inspector, 
single-handed  3 in  the  interim  period.  His  contritution 
to\jards  the  preparation  of  this  report  (the  collection 
of  all  the  facts  and  figures  contained  in  Sections  C,  D 
and  E)  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Lastly,  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  continued  co-operation  and  assistance  afforded  to 
me  throughout  the  year  ty  all  my  colleagues  in  College 
House . 


I have  the  honour  to  te , 
Your  otedient  Servant, 

MARGARET  TURITBULL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

GENERAL  ST AT I ST ICS 


Area  of  Borough,  in  acres  “ 2,64-5 
Estimated  Population  (mid-1957)  - 6,^30 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 2,203 
Rateable  Value  of  Borough  (at  31*12.57)  “f79j929 
Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  - £292 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar^Gencral ' s estimate  of  the  population  of 
the  Borough  at  mid-1957  was  6,4-30  - an  increase  of  100  on  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  1956.  This  figure  is  used  in  the 
calc'»lation  of  the  Birth  and  Death  rates. 

The  natural  increase  in  population  for  1957?  i.e,,  the 
excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of  deaths,  was 

4-3* 


Estim-ate d Mid -Ye a r Population  1950-1957 


Year 

. 

Population 

. . 

Natural  Increase 
of  Population. 

1950 

6 ,l60 

^ 34- 

1951 

6,158 

3 

1952 

6,04-5 

18 

1953 

6,133 

29 

19  5^ 

6,270 

6l 

1955 

6,320 

21 

1956 

6,330 

27 

1957 

^ - - 1 

6,4-30 

4-3 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


(Male 

T -j.-  4.  (Female 

Lsgitiraate 

(Rate  per  1,000 
(’lale 

Illegitimate  (Female 
^ (Total 

(Rate  per  1,000 


- kk 
60 

- 104- 

of  the  population  - l6.2 

2 

.2 

4- 

of  the  population  - 0.6 


( Male 

(Female 

(Total 

Total  (Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
(population 

(Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
(of  the  population 


4-6 

62 

108 

16.8 

16.8 


There  i/cre  108  live  births  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  (4-6  males  and  62  females)  as  compared  v/ith  103  in  1956. 
Of  thj  108,  4-  were  illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rato  for  1957  was  16.8  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  was  thus  little  different  from  that  for  1956 
of  16.3 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Vales  for  1957  was  l6.1  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Live  Births  1950  - 1957 


Year 

No, of  live 
births 

No.  of  illegit- 
imate live  births 

Standardised 
Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  popn. 

1950 

127 

6 

— — 

21.7 

1951 

102 

4- 

17.1 

1952 

117 

5 

20.0 

1953 

105 

7 

17.8 

195^ 

128 

8 

20.4 

1955 

116 

18.4 

1956 

103 

3 

16.3 

1957 

108 

16.8 

STILL-BIRTHS 


(Male  - 4- 

( Female  - 2 

(Total  - 6 

(Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(births  -dive  births  plus  still- 
(’  births)”  52.6 

There  were  6 still-births  in  the  area  during  the  year, 

4-  more  than  in  1956. 

The  still-birth  Rate,  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.  live 
births  plus  still  births)  was  therefore  52.6  which  compares 
rather  unfavourably  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  22.4-,  and  with  our  own  rates  for  1956  and  1955  of 
19.0  and  16.9  respectively.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  vjhere  the  average  annual  number  of  births  is  comparatively 
few  and  fairly  constant^ as  in  this  area^  considerable  fluctuations 
in  the  Still  Birth  Rate  are  almost  bound  to  occur  from  year 
to  year.  Even  one  Still-birth  more  or  less  in  any  year  as 
compared  with  another  will  produce  quite  an  appreciable 
numerical  difference  in  the  S.B.R,  for  those  years,  calculated 
as  this  is  per  1,000  total  births  per  annum.  The  same 
argument  also  applies  to  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (q.v.) 

The  table  below  shows  c3early  the  wide  fluctuations  which 
have  occurred  in  the  Still  Birth  Rate  during  the  last  8 years 

Still  Births  1950-1957 


Year 

No.  of  live 
births 

No.  of  still 
births 

Still  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  total 
births 

1950 

127 

6 

45.1 

1951 

102 

4 

37c7 

1952 

117 

0 

0 

1953 

105 

0 

0 

1954 

128 

6 

44.8 

1955 

116 

2 

16.9 

1956 

103 

2 

19.0 

1957 

108 

6 

52.6 

DEATHS 


(Male  - 3^ 

(Female • - 31 

(Total  - 65 

(Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
(population  - 10.1 

(Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
(of  the  population  --  7«7 


The  total  number  of  deaths  during  1957  was  65 j of  which 
3^  were  males  and  31  were  females.  The  total  is  11  less  than 
that  for  1956  and  is  the  lowest  during  the  last  8 years. 

The  "Crude"  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  tho  population  for 
the  year  was  10.1  and  the  standc^rdised  Death  Rate  v/as  7*7*  The 
latter  is  comparable  v/ith  similar  Death  Rates  for  other  areas, 
eliminating  as  it  does  any  differences  in  age  and  sex 
distribution  which  may  exist  in  the  populations  of  these  areas. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957  was  11.5 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  1950-1957 


Year 

! 

No.  of  Deaths 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of  popn. 

1950 

93 

12.8 

1951 

99 

13. ‘t 

1952 

101 

13.8 

1953 

76 

10.^ 

195^ 

67 

8.9 

1955 

95 

12.5 

1956 

76 

9.7 

1957 

1 

65 

7.7 

The  Registrar  General’s  Annual  Return  gives  the  causes  of 
death  as  follov/ss- 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


Male 

Female 

Tota"' 

Tuberculosis  5 respiratory 

O 0 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 • 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

0 6 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  

0 • 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

e 6 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

. . 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• 0 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  , , 

o • 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

r 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

• 

2 

». 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

4 

3 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

- 

- 

- 

e*  ••  eo  ••  e«  ao  o« 

• • 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

5 

6 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

4 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

8 

5 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

- 

1 

-3" 


Male  Female  Total 


Influenza 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 
Gastritis  5 enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasis  of  -prostate  , . . 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . » 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  , . , » , » . » , . 

Homucide  and  operations  of  v/ar 


-JU 

112 
2 13 


1 1 

1-1 

1-1 
3 3 6 

2 2 


TOTALS  3^  31  65 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  causes  listed  above,  affections 
involving  the  heart  and  Circulatory  System  again  acco-unted  for 
the  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  1957?  i.e.  35  (15  males  and 
20  females)  which  is  53*8^  of  the  -to-tal  number. 

Cancer,  including  all  forms  of  malignant  disease  vras 
responsible  for  13  deaths  (6  males,  7 females)  or  20^  of  the 
total.  Of  those,  two  wore  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  or 
bronchus . 

In  1956  there  were  39  deaths  from  conditions  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulation  (5l*3^  of  the  total  number)  and  9 deaths  from 
malignant  disease  (11.8^  of  the  total  number). 


Ase 

Distribution 

of  Deaths , 

1957 

Years 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

0 

1 

1 

30  - 39 

0 

1 

1 

hQ  - ^9 

2 

1 

3 

50  - 59 

3 

2 

5 

60  - 69 

6 

5 

11 

70  - 79 

12 

16 

80  - 89 

10 

15 

25 

90  - 99 

1 

2 

I 

3^ 

31 

65 

From  the  above  breakdoi/n  of  deaths  into  10-year  age -groups 
it  would  appear  that  residence  in  the  Borough  promotes  longevity. 
Of  the  3^  male  deaths,  23  occurred  over  the  age  of  70  years, 
and  21  of  the  31  female  deaths  came  into  this  category. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths  was  in  the  8O-89  year  age -group,  and  that  2 females  and 
1 male  lived  to  over  90  years  of  age  (The  oldest  was  a female 
who  died  at  the  age  of  95) 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  -under  1 Year  of  Age 


(Male  - 0 

(Female  - 1 

Legitimate  (Total  - 1 

(Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  - 9*6 

(births 


Illegitimate 


0 


(Male  - 0 

(Female  - 1 

Total  (Total  - 1 

(Rato  per  1,000  total  live 
(births  - 9*3 


Only  one  infant  under  the  age  of  12  rnonths  died  during 
1957?  as  was  the  case  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Borough  for  1957  was 
therefore  9*3  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  less  than  half 
of  that  for  England  and  Vlales  of  23.0  and  lower  than  our  own 
low  Rate  of  9*7  for  1956. 

Infant  Mortality  1950-1957 


Yeai 

{ 

i 

1 No.  of  live 
; births 

1 

i 

No,  of  Infant 
deaths 

Infant  Mor- 
tality Rate 
per  1,000 
live  births 

^ y 

i IcM.R.  1 

1 for  1 

E & W i 

\ 

1950 

' 127 

5 

39.9- 

\ 

[ 

1951 

102 

0 

0 

1 29.6  1 

1952 

117 

4 

3^.2 

i 27.6  ! 

1953 

105 

3 

28.6 

! 26.8  I 

195‘t 

128 

3 

23A 

' 25.5  ’ 

1955 

116 

17.2 

1 24.9  i 

1956 

103 

1 

9.7 

23.8  1 

1957 

108 

1 

9.3 

23.0  i 

1 ' 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a satisfactory  and 
steady  decline  in  Infant  mortality  in  the  area  each  year  since 
1950  (discounting  1952,  which  was  exceptional  in  respect  of' 
infant  deaths).  This  rate  is  traditionally  regarded  a's  being 
the  most  significant  single  index  of  the  healthiness  of  an 
area,  though  it  is  probably  of  less  significance  in  this  respect 
nov/adays  than  v/as  the  case,  say,  30  years  ago. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  again  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  or 
childbi.rth  in  1957  there  having  been  none  during  the  past  8 
years . 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISI ON  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


The  names  and  professional  qualifications  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  of  th.'o  Authority  are  listed  at  the  Commencement 
of  the'  Report  o 

The  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  E.J.  Morgans,  v;ho  was  also 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  resigned  his  appointm.ent  in 
September,  1957  on  obtaining  a post  with  another  authority. 

Mr.  M,M.  Dixon,  Surveyor  to  Cockermouth  Urban  District  Council, 
vras  appointed  as  his  successor  in  December,  1957  and  was  due  to 
commence  duty  in  January  1958. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  we  learned  of  the  death,  on  l5th 
October,  1957?  of  Dr.  James  L.  Gregory,  who  was  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Borough  from  January  1952  until  the  end  of 
December,  1953.  From  then  until  the  time  of  his  death,  he  continued 
in  office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  South-West  Salop 
United  Districts,  and  to  the  Borough  of  Ludlow. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  arrangements  had  been  made  between 
the  County  Council  and  the  various  authorities  concerned,  for  the 
division  of  Dr.  Gregory's  large  area  in  accordance  with  the  County 
Council's  "mixed  appointments"  scheme  for  Medical  Officers,  A 
Medical  Officer  holding  such  an  appointment  is  responsible  for  the 
personal  health  services  adminstered  by  the  County  Council  (e.g. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Health  Service,  Mental  Health 
etc)  and  for  the  environmental  health  services  adminstered  by  the 
various  District  Councils,  in  an  area  of  suitable  size  and 
population. 

Since  January,  195*+,  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of 
Bridgnorth  have  formed  such  an  area,  and  the  scheme  provided  for 
the  addition  to  it  of  the  Borough  of  Wenlock. 

R'b change  was  expected  to  become  operative  early  in  1958,  and 
thereafter  ^T-ur  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  devote  6/11  of  his 
6r  her  time  to  County  Council  duties  in  the  new  area,  and  5/11 
to  District  Council  duties  Cl/Q-to  Bridgnorth  Borough  and  2/11  to 
Bridgnorth  Rural  District  and  2/11  to  Wenlock  Borough) . 

Hospital  and  Specialist  Services 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  in  the  area  are 
administered  by  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board,  acting  through 
its  various  Hospital  Management  Committees, 

The  Bridgnorth  and  South  Shropshire  Infirmary  admits  general 
and  special  medical  and  surgical  cases,  including  children,  and 
also  has  a Metertity  Unit  and  an  out-patient  casualty  department. 
Visiting  Consultants  from  Wolverhampton  hold  regular  out-patient 
clinics  in  the  adjoining  County  Council  Welfare  Centre,  there  being 
no  suitable  accommodation  for  these  in  the  hospital. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  or  to  Copthorne 
Hospital,  Shre\:sbury, 

Pat Iniits  with  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  receive  treatment  in 
Shirlett  Sanatorium  or  Cross  Houses  Hospital,  or  in  the  sanatorra' 
at  Knightwick  and  Malvern. 
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For  thG  ©Id-Grly  chronic  sick  thcrG  is  no  accomnioda'tion  nGGror 
than  Shifnal  Hospital,  and  soma  such  patients  from  this  area  have 
had  to  be  sent  as  far  afield  as  Bishop's  Castle. ^ It  was  with 
pleasure,  therefore,  that  we  learned,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  given  approval  to  a scheme  for 
providing  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Bridgnorth  Infirmary  at  a 
cost  of  £70,000. 

General  Medical.  Dental.  Pharmaceutical  and  Supplementary; 

Otthalmic  Services 

The  administration  of  the  above  services  in  this  area  is  the 
responsibility  of  Salop  Executive  Council,  Abbey  Foregate, 
Shrewsbury. 

During  the  year  the  tv/o  firms  of  general  practitioners  in 
the  town  were  amalgamated,  and  the  combined  practice  was  then 
conducted  from  the  extended  and  modernised  premises  at  Northgate 
House. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1956,  mention  was  made  of  the 
representations  made  at  the  end  of  that  year  to  lialop ^Executive 
Council  and  to  the  British  Dental  Association  concerning  the 
difficulties  many  people  had  in  obtaining  dental  treatment  locally, 
v/hile  there  were  only  two  dental  Surgeons  in  practice  in  the  tovm. 
Neither  body  was  able  to  give  any  help  in  the^matter,  the  letter 
emphasising  that  Bridgnorth  was  no  worse  off  in  this  respect  than 
other  parts  of  the  County,  and  considerably  better  than  many 
parts  of  the  rest  of  the  Country. 

It  appeared  that  we  should  be  content  with  what  we  had,  in 
these  days  of  shortage  of  dentists,  though  that  did  not  ease  the 
situation  in  any  way.  In  ^^ipt ember  1957  however,  a third  dental 
surgeon  started  in  private  practice  in  the  town,  having  also  been 
appointed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  as  part-time  Dental 
Officer  for  the  Bridgnorth  area.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  will 
give  treatment  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  pre-school  and 
school  children  in  the  Dental  Unit  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

Local  Authority  Services 

(a)  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 

(b)  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

(c)  Health  Visiting 

(d)  Home  Nursing 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(f)  Ambulance  Services 

(g)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(h)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

As  Local  Health  Authority,  Salop  County  Council  administers 
all  the  above  services  in  this  area.  Arrangements  which  existed 
locally  for  their  operation  during  1957  are  as  follows s - 

1.  At  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre 


(a)  Child  VJelfare  Clinic 

Mondays : 10  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m. 5 1.30  - 4.30  p.m.  Attendances 

at  the  morning  sessions  were  poor  throughout  1957?  and  it 
v/as  expected  that  these  would  be  discontinued  early  in  1958. 

) VJelfare  Foods 

The  National  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange 
Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  Vitamin  A and  D.  Tablets)  are 
available  for  expectant  mothers,  and  children  up  to  the 
age  of  5 years.  These  are  on  sale  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
on  Monday  afternoons  during  clinic  hours.  The  Saturday 
morning  session  was  discontinued  after  August  1957. 
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For.  the  henefit  of  those  living  in  Lo¥  To\jn  and  on  the  Grove 
Estate  5 a nevj  distritution  point  -was  established  at  The  Drug 
Stores  Underhill  Street  in  January,  1957-  After  August,  this 
’>rfas  located  in  Lo-w  Tovjn  Post  Office,  the  foods  being  on  sale  during 
office  hours  <. 

V\felfare  Foods  uere  also  available  during  business  hours  at 
F.Co  Sandy,  V/est  Castle  Street. 

(gJ  Chest  Clinic 

Second  and  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month,  9.3O  - 1 p.m. 

( d ) Sneech  Therapy 

Fridays  ; 9*30  aoxii.  - 12ol5  p.n  5 1,30  - 4,30  p,m. 

(s)  Psychiatric  Clinic 

Adults  ; Wednesdays  9.3O  - 1 po-n. 

Children ; Thursdays  9,30  - 1 bouio 

(f ) Dental  Treatment 

Available  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  pre-school  and 
schoolchildren.  Until  August,  19575  dental  treatment  vas 
given  on  Thursdays  only.  After  October  when  a part-time 
Dental  Officer  resident  in  Bridgnorth  was  appointed,  the 
number  of  sessions  per  week  was  increased  and  some  evening 
sessions  were  instituted. 

( g ) Domestic  Help  Service 

Available  5 to  quote  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
for  ”any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school 
age”  , 

Until  Septsuiber,  1957  the  Domestic  Help  Office  at  the 
'Welfare  Centre  (Telephone  No.  3O76)  was  open  on  Monday 
'Wednesday  and  Friday  afternnons  from  2.15  - 4.30  p.m. 

After  September,  the  V/ednesday  session  was  discontinued, 

2 “ Domiciliary  Midwifery,  Home  Nursj.ng  and  Health  Visiting 

There  were  three  District  Nurses  resident  in  the  town  during 
the  year  who  undertook  Home  i^ursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  in 
the  Borough  and  surrounding  district.  One  of  these  who  is  also 
a qualified  Health  Visitor  did  Health  Visiting  duties  in  a part 
of  the  Rural  District. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor  was  responsible  for  Health  Visiting 
and  School  Nursing  duties  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough, 

3 • Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme,  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough  and 
Tetanus  may  be  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  i general  practitioner 
or  at  any  Child  'v/elfare-  centre. 

It  was  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year 
that  imisiunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  and  Tetanus 
should  be  done  separately  and  not  by  means  of  the  combined 
injections  which  had  become  popular  in  recent  years. 
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( a ) Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  commenced  in  the  early 
summer  of  1956  when  children  torn  in  certain  selected  months  of 
the  years  19^7  - 195*^  were  eligitle  for  this  protection.. 

By  the  teginning  of  19573  sufficient  vaccine  was  availatle 
for  the  remainder  of  those  torn  in  those  years  who  had  teen  registere 
initblly.  In  May  3 the  Ministry  of  Health  extended  the  scheme  to 
include  children  torn  in  1955  and  195^3  and  those  torn  in  1947-5^ 
who  had  not  teen  registered  at  the  first  opportunity..  In  ^eptemter  , 
the  Government  decided  to  offer  protection,  tefore  the  summer  of 
1958  rto  all  chj.ldren  tetween  the  ages  of  6 months  and  15  years 
and  to  expectant  mothers,  and  to  supplement  the  supply  of  British 
Vaccine  with  Salh  Vaccine  imported  from  the  United  States  and 
Cans ’a c This  was  to  undergo  tests  for  safety,  purity  and  potency 
in  this  country  tefore  teing  distrituted  for  use. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  preparations  were  teing 
made  to  carry  out  this  extensive  prograroine  throughout  the  County, 
ty  means  of  Special  Vaccination  Sessions,  at  all  the  schools  and 
at  Child  V/elfare  Centres. 

( t ) V aja c. ination  aj^a in st  Tuterculosis 

During  the  summer  term  of  1957,  parents  of  13-year  old 
children  attending  the  Grammar  School  and  St.  John’s  School  were 
given  the  opportunity  of  having  these  children  vaccinated  against 
Tuterculosis  with  the  B.C.G.  Vaccine,  if  preliminary  testing 
showed  this  to  te  necessary.  The  great  majority  of  the  parents 
concerned  gave  their  consent  for  this. 

Children  at  St.  Mary’s  School  who  were  eligitle  had  teen 
vaccinated  at  the  end  of  1956. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  13-y6ar  old  children  is  teing  nrried 
on  throughout  the  co’ontry  and  each  year  the  new  13-year  age  group 
will  te  eligitle  for  protection.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  time, 
this  will  help  towards  reducing  the  incidence  of  Tuterculosis 
which  still  remains  high  at  the  present  time,  in  comparison  x^ith 
its  mortality  rate . 

^ • AmtuJance  Service 

The  Central  Amtulance  depot  for  the  County  is  in  Shrewstury 
(Telephones  Shr-ewstury  633I)  to  which  all  requests  for  an 
amtulance  are  made  in  the  first  instance.  Two  amtulances  and  a 
car  for  sitting-cases  are  stationed  in  Bridgnorth  for  use  on 
local  joujcneys. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  Ti^  AREA 


~':ATER  SUPPLIES 
I " ii]  udpIv 

The  Mains  vjater  from  the  toreholes  at  Rindleford  Mill 
remained  satisfactory  5 nith  regard  to  quantity,  throughout  the 
year.  Tho  average  numter  of  gallons  pumped  per  day  \jas  451,000  - 
rather  less  than  the  average  for  1956.  The  present  pumps  are 
capatle  of  delivering  768,000  gallons  in  24  hours  . 

In  Fetruary,  the  Council  authorised  the  purchase  and 
installation  of  a vacuum  gas  feed  chlorinator  to  replace  the 
enlisting  apparatus,  \ghich  unreliatle  in  action  and  of  an 
otsolete  type  vjhich  could  not  easily  te  repaired.  The  installation 
uas  completed  in  May. 

Seven  samples  of  mains  vjater  uere  sutmitted  for  tacterio- 
logical  examination  during  the  year,  the  reports  on  vjhich^ere 
as  follows  °o- 


Place  of  Sampling 

Date 

B.CoH 

laecal 

Coli 

Remarks 

85  East  Castle  Street 
r'oundry  Yard 

21.  1.57 
21.  1.57 

0 

0 

0 )„ 

0 ) 

Highly 

Satisfactory 

20,  Hospital  Street 

8,  East  Castle  Street 

3-  9.57 

3.  9.57 

16 

6 

1 

0 0 

Unsatis- 

factory 

20,  Hospital  Street 
College  House 

8,  East  Castle  Street 

3-  9.57 

15.10.57 
15. 1C. 57 

..  j 

0 0 0 j 

1 

if 

J 

! 

000 

1 1 

Highly 

Satisfactory 

Ghemical  Analysis 

Regular  chemical  analyses  of  the  mains  water  at  monthly  or 
two-monthly  intervals  continued  to  te  made  ty  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Chemist,  throughout  1957“  It  will  te  recalled  that 
this  arrangement  was  commenced  in  May,  1956  when  it  was  felt  that 
the  chloride  content  of  the  water,  which  had  increased  markedly 
since  1948,  required  otservation  and  investigation. 

The  chloride  content  of  the  samples  taken  during  1957  vjas 
as  follows s- 


Date  of  Sampling 


Chlorides 


•parts  per  million) 


7th  January,  1957  4ll 

4th  Fetruary,  1957  502  s 

4th  March,  1957  ^08 

1st  April,  1957  ^91  3? 

6th  May,  1957  ‘-’08 

3rd  June , 1957  533  « 

1st  July,  1957  427 

2nd  Septemter,  1957  259 

7th  Octoter,  1957  511  s 

2nd  Decemter,  1957  504  55 


X Pu  ping  rate  on  day  of  sampling,  36,000  gallons  per  hour-. 
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The  cause  of  the  persistently  high,  salinity  of  the  \ajater  j 
and  the  reasons  for  its  regular  fluctuations,  still  remain 
rather  indefinite.  The  latter,  however,  seem  to  tc  related  to 
the  rate  of  pumping,  rather  than  as  was  originally  supposed,  to 
the  quantity  of  water  extracted*  on  the  day  of  sampling.  Of 
the  two  pumps  in  use,  one  extracts  water  at  the  rate  of  273OOO 
gallons  per  hoiu'- , the  other  at  the  rate  of  363OOO  gaibns  per  hour, 
and  these  are  used  in  alternate  months.  The  chloride  values, 
as  for  the  months  in  which  the  faster  pump  was  in 

actioii  arc  all  in  the  region  of  500  parts  per  million,  while  the 
others. are  around  400  p .p .m. (excepting  that  for  Septemter  which 
was  unusually  low) . 

The  chemical  analyses  were  to  continue  duT'ing  1958. 

Water  storage 

The  need  for  additional  water  storage  facilities  for  the 
town  still  persists.  Of  the  two  existing  reservoirs,  the  one 
on  the  Hermitage  Bank  has  a capacity  of  450,000  gallons  and 
the  other  on  the  Hundred  House  Bank  has  a capacity  of  20,000 
gallons . The  total  capacity  of  loth  is  in  the  region  of  an 
average  day’s  consumption,  and  a serious  shortage  of  water  could 
result  should  any  electrical  or  mechanical  treakdown  put  the 
pumps  out  of  action  for  any  length  of  time. 

i^pplication  for  permission  to  provide  an  additional 
reservoir  was  to  te  made  to  the  Ministry  in  1956,  tut  the 
matter  was  deferred,  owing  to  the  restrictions  on  capital 
expenditure  for  non-essential  putlic  works  then  in  force. 

Main^  Extensions 

No  extensions  were  made  to  the  existing  water  mains  , . . ^ 


2 . Conduit  SuddIv 

There  is  again  nothing  fresh  to  report  in  connection  with 
the  Conduit  water  supply  from  which,  lunf  or t unate ly , no  samples 
were  taken 

He-grou'oing  of  Water  Undertakings 

Much  time  and  thought  were  given  ty  the  Council  to 
consideration  of  the  regrouping  of  water  undertakings  within 
the  County,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  numerous  meetings 
with  representatives  of  neightouring  local  authorities,  and 
of  the  County  Go'oncil,  were  held. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  favoured  the 
formation  of  one,  or  at  the  most  two,  water  undertakings  for  the 
whole  of  Shropshire.  This  Council,  however,  preferred  for  various 
reasons  to  merge  its  undertaking  with  that  of  Wolverhampton 
Corporation.  As  that  Authority  was  agreealle  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment, application  to  the  Ih.nistry  for  approval  to  the  amalga- 
mation was  made  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEVJAG-E  DISPOSAL 


Inadequate  drying  of  the  sludge  at  the  new  sewage-treatment 
works  continued  to  te  a protlem  during  the  year,  and  its 
mechanical  removal  with  a cess -pool  emptier  had  to  te  carried 
out  periodically,  as  tefore. 

A consultantt  report  on  the  physical  properties  of  a 
sample  of  sludge  confirmed  that  it  was  very  slow  to  drain. 
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Gasijorks  liquor,  vjhich  is  injected  directly  into  the 
pumping  main,  was  thought  to  te  having  an  adverse  effect  on 
the  strength  of  the  incoming  sewage,  which  in  tur-n  was  affecting 
the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  sludge  produced.  A number  of 
samples  of  the  inflow  and  the  effluent  at  the  sewage  works  were 
taken  at  intervals  to  determine  the  effect  of  this  gas  liquor 
gnd  the  investigation  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 
year . 


The  Consulting  'Engineers  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  nature 
of  the  sludge  was  not  so  unusual  that  it  could  not  te  dried 
satisfactorily  ty  normal  methods,  without  any  special  treat- 
ment and  recomirended  the  trial  of  various  means  of  aiding  its 
drainage,  all  of  which  were  rather  costly. 

The  Council,  however,  was  not  happy  about  the  situation  and 
sought  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  gnd  Local  Govern- 
ment. The  report  of  the  Ministry  Inspector  had  not  been  received 
ty  the  end  of  the  year . 

Sewer  Extensions 

(a)  Oldbury 


Two  minor  sewer  c^ctensions  were  completed  during  the  year 
in  the  Oldbury  area.  The  first* to  serve  five  eyasting  properties 
was  along  the  Cleobury  Mortimer  Road  from  Chur-ch  House  to  the 
Manor  Lane  junction  - a distance  of  some  I70  yards. 

The  second,  smaller  extension  was  a length  of  110  yards  to 
serve  two  cottages  in  Eversley  Lane. 

In  both  cases  the  extensions  were  made  at  the  request  of 
the  property-owners  concerned? who  made  contributions  towards 
the  cost  of  the  work. 

(b ) Hospital  Street 

Surcharging  of  the  main  sewer  in  Hospital  Street  is  liable 
to  occur  during  heavy  storms,  mainly  as  a result  of  the 
development  which  has  taken  place  in  recent  years  on  the  Grove 
Estate",  Kidderminster  Road  and  Stourbridge  Road. 

To  prevent  such  trouble  in  the  future  it  was  decided  to 
provide  an  additional  sewer  for  Hospital  Street  and  lay  it  across 
the  Eell  Meadow. 

Quatford  Scheme 

The  Quatford  sewerage  scheme  unfortunately  did  not  get 
beyond  the  paper  stage  in  1957'.’ 

The  Pollution  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Severn  River  Board 
required  various  amendments  to  the  treatment  works  plans  before 
he  could  recommend  the  Board  to  approve  them,  and  further  delay 
was  met  in  the  later  months  of  the  year,  when  the  owner  of  the 
proposed  site  for  the  treatment  works  and  pumping  station 
objected  to  her  land  being  used  for  such  a purpose.  Negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  the  land  were  still  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year . 

VJhile  there  is  certainly  great  need  for  an  adequate  sewerage 
system  in  Quatford,  the  scheme,  as  designed,  is  only  capable  of 
serving  some  k’p  premises,  and  is  comparatively  very  costly. ^ 
Ministry  approval  might  "be  obtained  more  readily  when^the  time 
comes  5 if  the  scope  of  the  scheme  could  te  extended, with  the 
possibility  of  future  development  in  the  ...'or' rounding  area  being 
kept  in  mind. 
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PUBLIC  COF/SN lENCE S 


There  is  nothing  outstanding  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
public  conveniences  this  year  3 apart  from  the  fact  that  no 
outraged  visitors  to  the  tovjn  "wrote  and  complained  about  them. 

The  annual  stimulus  to  the  Council  to  find  a site  for  new 
conveniences  was  therefore  lacking  and  no  further  efforts  in 
this  direction  were  made  during  the  year.  There  was  still  the 
hope  that  it  might  be  possible  3 in  time  3 to  acquire  the  present 
Ambulance  Depot  for  the  purpose. 

--.EFUSB  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  was 
maintained  during  the  year  throughout  the  Borough3  a Karrier 
Bantam  refuse-vehicle  and  four  men 3 being  employed  on  this  work. 
Regular  collections  of  household  and  commercial  salvage  were 
also  made  from  all  premises  by  another  vehicle swhich  was  in  use 
on  six  days  in  each  month  for  this  purpose. 

Unnaturally  mild  weather  conditions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  favoured  the  breeding  of  flies  on  the  refuse  tip  and  the 
usual  complaints  on  the  subject  from  nearby  residents  were  heard 
much  earlier  in  the  year  than  has  generally  teen  the  case.  After 
a number  of  strongly-Uor ded  written  complaints  were  received 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee  from  householders  in  Love  Lane 
in  June,  serious  attempts  were  again  made  to  find  a site  for  a 
new  tip  or  for  an  incinerator.  Quite  apart  from  this  annually 
recurring  fly-nuisance  3 which  also  constitutes  a potential 
danger  to  health,  the  tipping  space  at  Stanley  Lane  will  soon 
be  exhausted  and  a new  site  will  have  to  be  found  somewhere,  within 
the  next  few  years. 

A site  which  seemed  eminently  suitable,  and  where  controlled 
tipping  could  he  carried  out,  was  found  at  Eardington.  By  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  agreement  had  not  been  reached  with 
the  owner  of  the  land  about  the  means  of  access  for  the  refuse 
vehicles.  Negotiations  were  to  continue  in  195S. 


Trade  VJaste 


A scheme  of  charges  for  the  disposal  of  trade  waste  was 
introduced  by  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  October,  1957 • For 
this  purpose  trade  waste  was  divided  into  two  categories,  namely 
(a)  that  conveyed  by  a trader  to  the  refuse  tip  for  incineration 
by  the  attendant  and  (b)  that  collected  from  tins  at  the  Traders' 
premises  in  the  normal  weekly  collection.  In  the  case  of  (a) , 
the  trader  would  pay  an  annual  sum  depending  on  the  quantity  and 
nature  of  the  materials  he  normally  brought  for  disposal,  and 
in  the  case  of  (t)  the  trader  would  be  allowed  two  or  three  "free” 
tins  of  refuse  weekly,  and  would  pay  9d  per  tin  emptied,  in 
excess  of  the  stated  number. 

Recovery  of  Iron  and  Steel  Scrap 

The  recovery  of  ferrous  scrap  from  household  and  other 
refuse  continued  during  the  year.  An  average  of  about  one  ton 
per  week  was  sorted  by  the  tip  attendant  and  this  was  sold 
to  a firm  from  Tipton.  V/ith  the  rise  in  price  of  ferrous  scrap 
to  a maximum  of  85s.  per  ton,  this  salvage  proved  a valuable 
source  of  income 

PEST  CONTROL 


The  Borough  continued  to  share  the  service  of  a Rodent 
Operati‘..e with  the  Borough  of  Wenlock  ■ s j.;iore  , one  third 
of  his  time  being  spent  in  the  employ  of  this  authority. 
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Infestations  of  rats  or  mice  in  domestic  premises  are  treated 
free  of  charge  ty  the  Council  tut  in  the  case  of  trade  or 
agricultural  premises  a chsrge  is  made  tased  on  time  and 
materials  used. 

During  1957?  21  contracts  for  rodent  control  of  tusiness 
premises  \jere  made  viith  the  Council.  Under  the  terms  of  such 
contracts  regular  inspections  of  the  premises  are  made  ty  the 
rodent  operative  and  any  infestations  found  are  treated. 

Regular  treatment  of  the  refuse  tip,  se-^^jage  vjorks  and  main 
se’-jers,  continued  to  te  made  nt  suitable  intervals. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

By  the  provisions  of  Part  I of  the  Factories  Act,  1937?  the 
Council  is  responsible  for  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  suitability 
of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  ^Ajithin  the  Borough 
and  in  those  factories  in  vjhich  mechanical  povjer  is  not  used, 
is  also  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises  to  ensure  that 
vj  or  king  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  also  gives  the  Council  the  responsi- 
bility for  ensuring  that  premises  in  vjhich  any  persons  are 
employed  as  outvjorkers  are  not  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health. 

The  follovjing  table  gives  the  details  vjhich  require  to  te 
included  in  the  Annual  Report”.- 


. 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

No . of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

! 

1.  Factories  in 
vjhich  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  ty  Local 

Authorities 

2.  Factories  not 
. included  in  (1)  in 
vjhich  Section  7 is 
enforced  ty  the 

9 

5 

1 

Local  Authority 

3.  Other  premises 
in  -vjhich  Section  7 
is  enforced  ty  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

50 

32 

2 

vjorkers  ' premises) 

5 

- 

5 

mm 

" 

_ H 

TQCAL 

1 

64 

42 

3 

- 

1 


CASES  IN  VJHIGH  DEFECTS  VJERE  FQ'OND 


1 ^ No. 

i ' which 

1 J 

of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No . of 
cases  in 

n 

Particulars 

? 

Re- 

med- 

ied 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 

Pbund 

i To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

were  insti- 
tuted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

- 1 

1 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  inclu- 
ding offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

2 

1 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

4 

0 

3 

0 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACl'  - OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  & 111) 


Nature  of  Work 

T 

.No . of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 
list 
required 
ty  Seco 

no  a) 

(c) 

No . of 
cases 
of  de- 
fault 
in  send- 
ing Ust 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 
failure 
to 

£ upply 
lists 

No • , of 
ins  tanoes 
of  woik 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
pre  mises 

— 

Noti- 

ces 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  (Making 
Apparel,  etc.) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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8 F:  C TIC  N D. 


H-jUSING. 


iNumlDer  of  inhabited  houses,  at  31.1  2. 57 2,223 

” Gouncil-ouned  houses C36 

''  ” houses  built  in  1337 13 

(a)  Council  - 0 

(b)  Private  - 13 


Houses  under  construction  at  31.12.37.  ...  10 

(a)  Council  - 0 

(b)  Private  - I0 


Si  H 

1;  !l 

1?  It 


applications  for  Council  houses  at 

31 . 1 2. 57 

applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  1'^37 

above  approved  for  


360 

2 

1 


Tenders  uerc  ros-eived  for  the  construction  of  the  46  houses 
to  conplete  the  Grove  l/state,  in  Pebruar.y  1357,  Out  further  action  in 
in  the  matter  ivas  deferred,  for  financial  reasons.  it  was  felt 
that  prospective  tenants  uould  not  be  prepared  to  pay  the  relat“  ' / 
ivtly  high  rents  which  .-/ould  have  to  be  charged,  or  could  not  do 
so  without  incurring  hardship. 

The  cost  of  building  flats  instead  of  traditional-type  houses 
was  also  investigated,  but  again  the  rents  were  likely  to  be  too 
high  It  was  therefore  considered  inadvir-: able  to  embark  on  any 
house-building  scheme  for  the  time  being. 

Though  the  supply  had  ceased  temporarily,  there  v/as  no  re- 
duction in  the  demand  for  Council  houses,  and  there  were  ^bO 
applications  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  compared  Y7ith273 
at  31.! 2. 56. 


Grouped  Lwellings  for  Cld  Peop 1 e . 

Owing  to  a certain  amount  of  indecision  as  to ’whether  this 
scheme  sh  uld  proceed,  and  to  various  delays  after  it  m;:-s  agreed 
that  it  should,  no  materail  progress  v/ss  made  in  the  matter  during 
the  year.  It  was  expected  that  revised  lay-out  plans  icr  the 
scheme,  which  v:ill  comprise  a group  of  one  and  t^'o-bedroom  bunga- 
low's for  old  "People,  together  A.'ith  a 'community  centre  and  ’''arden*  s 
quarters,  would  be  ready  early  in  1958. 

In  conjunction  7/ith  this  scheme,  a block  of  four  3-t>edroom 
flats  Till  be  built  betw/een  the  shops  on  Sydney  Cottage  Drive. 


Slum  Clearance . 

Ho  progress  could  be  made  Avith  slum-clearance  during  the  year 
because  or  the  .suspension  of  the  housing  programme.  The  Council 
is  legally  obliged  to  find  suitable  accommodation  for  those  dis- 
placed from.  Clearance  Areas,  so  no  progress  is  possible  in  this 
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Gonnectiom  until  house-building  is  resumed. 

To  enable  a slum-clearance  programme  to  be  carried  out 
smoothly,  it  is  obvious  that  a certain  number  of  all  ne?/  houses 
built  should  be  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  It  seems  erjually 
desirable  that  the  Council  sho  Id  consider  accuiring  some  older 
houses  in  the  area,  as  and  when  these  become  available,  to  accommo- 
date occupants  from  slum-dv;ellings  v/’ho  are  either  unsuitable  for, 
or  undesirous  of  having,  nev/  Council  houses.  Many  tenants  of 
substandard  houses  would  have  difficulty  in  paying  the  rent  of  a 
new  Council  house  and  furnishing  it  adecuately,  and  some  have 
standards  of  living  which  make  it  appear  unlikely  that  they  would 
prove  suitable  tenants  of  new  property. 


Unfit  Houses. 

Cnly  one  house  was  dealt  with  as  being  unfit  for  human  habit- 
ation end  not  repairable  at  reasonable  expense,  during  1957» 

This  was  Ko.  51  Underhill  Street,  in  respect  of  which  a Closing 
Order  was  made. 


Rent  .f.ct  1957. 

/.pplications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  respect  of  two 
properties  were  made  to  the  Authority  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

^ Certificate  was  granted  in  each  case. 

Improvement  Grants 

It  is  disappointing  to  note  again  that  onily  tvjo  applications 
for  Improvement  Grants  were  received,  only  one  of  which  was 
approved.  The 'figures  are  the  same  as  for  19^6^  tut  tilie  appli- 
cation approved  last  year  was  in  respect  of  six  separate  dwellings, 
so  the  position  for  1957  is  rather  less  encouraging. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Grant  scheme  in  the  Housing 
Act,  1.9^9}  only  18  applications  have  teen  forthcoming,  of  which 
lU  have  teen  approved  ty  the  Council.  It  is  a pity  that  more 
property-owners  in  the  Borough  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
financial  belp  towards  modernising  their  premises  which  the 
Local  Authority  can  offer  . 
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.S  l:  C T I 0 N E. 


ifee:.ction 


^Ul  IRVISTON  OF  PO.:.D 


1 . ^roT. 

There  were  pgain  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  town 
in  1S'57»  four  of  which  were  used  regularly,  the  other  very  seldom, 

Butchers  who  do  not  slaughter  their  ow^n  animals,  or  have  them 
killed  locally,  obtain  their  meat  from  the  abattoirs  at  Shrew/sbury, 
Graven  .^rms  or  "'olver hampton , 

The  Slaughterhouses  Bill  was  presented  to  Parliament  in 
November  1957.  Its  primary  puruose  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
Government’s  long-term  policy  for  regulating  the  ..revision  of 
slaughterhouses  in  England  and  ’’/ales.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  private  traders  v/ould  be  free  to  provide  their  ow/n  slaughter- 
houses for  a.  limited  period, so  long  as  these  conform  to  prescribed 
standards  of  construction  and  hygiene.  The  "limited  period" 
w/ould  begin  with  the  introduction  of  Regulations  under  the  new  Act, 
and  end  when  Local  Authorities  submitted  reports  on  the  slaughter- 
house facilities  in  their  areas  to  the  Ministry.  These  reports 
v;ould  be  required  not  less  than  nine  months  after  the  Regulations 
came  into  force. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouses  d'uring  1957* 


I 

i 

Cattle 
Exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves  j 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

. L . ■ L . »..l  ,« 

Pigs 

Horses 

j 

Number  killed 

24c 

0 

8 

1,260 

1,250 

0 

Number  inspected 

179 

0 

6 

925 

962 

0 

All  diseases  exceot 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cvs ticer cosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  . « o , , ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was 
cond Sinned  « ...  ... 

6 

0 

0 

r> 

CL 

18 

0 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  aff- 
ected with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticer cosis  ... 

1 

3M 

j 

0 

0 

0.2L 

1.9^^^ 

0 
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1 Cattle 
Exclud- 
ing Cews 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

i i 

j 

Horses  i 

1 

1 

Tuterculosis  onlv 

Whose  carcases  con- 
demned • •o  •••  ••• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

l6 

0 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B.  .. 

0 . 6/0 

0 

0 

0 

1.77^ 

0 

Cvs ticer cosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
vjas  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  rrfriger- 
' ation  e.o  ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

( 

There  -were  129  more  animals  killed  in  the  toiAin  in  1957  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  the  great  majority  of  these  was  pigs » 

It  was  unfortunately  not  possitle  to  maintain  100^  meat 
inspection  from  Septemter  onwards,  while  the  Additional  Putlic 
Health  Inspector  was  single-handed  and  had  also  the  duties  of 
Borough  Surveyor  to  carry  out.  The  percentage  for  the  year 
therefore  fell  to  75 » 

A small  proportion  of  the  carcases  inspected  were  found 
to  te  affected  with  Tuterculosis  than  was  the  case  in  1956. 

2.  INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  a 
retailer  to  have  on  his  premises  food  which  is  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  It  is  the  usual  practice  for  retailers  to  report 
the  existence  of  doubtful  food  to  the  Inspector,  who,  if  he 
condemns  this,  issues  a Surrender  Certificate  enabling  the  retailer 
to  claim  compensation  for  his  losso 

The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  in  1957 »- 

Prepared  and  cooked  meats 


Pies  (various) 

- 17 

lbs 

8 

ozs 

Bacon 

- k5 

lbs 

4 

ozs 

Ham 

l6 

lbs 

Black  Pudding 

9 

lbs 

8 

ozs 

Sausage 

- 48 

lbs 

Pork  Pies 

4 

lbs 

Tongue 

__  X 

lb. 

Chicklettes 

Its 

Faggots 

4 

lbs 

4 

ozs 
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Canned  and  Potted  Foods 


Meat 

- 

236 

Its 

2 ozs 

(43  tins) 

Vegetatles 

- 

73 

Its 

13J0ZS 

(75  tins) 

Fish 

— 

10 

Its 

5-40  zs 

(21  tins) 

Fruit 

- 

138 

Its 

l5<tozs 

(136tins) 

Milk 

- 

31 

Its 

10  ozs 

(36  tins) 

Coffee 

- 

2 ozs 

( 1 tin  ) 

Syrup 

- 

3 

Its 

( 1 tin  ) 

Other  Foods 

Cheese 

74 

Its 

3 ozs 

Raisins 

- 

1 

It. 

Self-Raising  Flour 

- 

36 

Its 

(12  packets) 

Pastry 

- 

3 

Its 

( 6 nackets) 

Sponge  Puddings 

- 

74 

Its 

6 ozs 

(170puddings) 

Prunes 

- 

6 

Its 

Cakes  (various) 

- 

50 

Condenined  food  ie  delivered  to  the  tip  and  turied  or  destroyed 
in  the  incinerator . 

3 . MILK 


Milk  producers  in  the  Borough  in  1957  . 13 

Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 4 

Licensed  Dealers  (trading  from  regis  tered  dairnes) . k 

Licensed  Dealers  (trading  from  other  shops)  . . 5 

Dealers  holding  Supplementary  Licences 
(trading  in  the  ton’n  from  other  districts)  ...  2 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  is  the  responsitility  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  Council,  as 
Local  Sanitary  Authority  keeps  a register  of  all  dairies  in  the 
Borough  and  issues  licences  to  traders  selling  milk  in  the  area. 

During  the  year,  five  samples  of  milk  uerc  sutmitted  to  the 
Putlic  Health  Latoratoiy  for  tactcriological  eD<amination.  None 
was  found  to  te  infected  with  tuterclc  tacilli. 

4 . ICE CREAM 


An  additional  four  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  during  1957?  Bring  the  total  numter  registered 
for  this  purpose  in  the  town  to  52 » 

In  every  case  the  ■'co-crcam  sold  is  of  the  pre-packed  type. 

5 . FOOD  HYQIEI'jE 

The  inspection  of  all  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  commenced 
in  the  previous  year,  was  completed.  Revisits  were  also  made  to 
those  wtiich  had  teen  found  to  fall  short,  in  greater  or  lesser 
degrees  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 » 
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SECTION  F 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received 
during  the  year  from  general  practitioners  and  hospital  medical 
officers  'were  as  follows  s- 


Respiratory  Tuter culosis  - 9 
Whooping-Cough  - 7 
Measles  - 5 

Total  21 


There  is  a tj g reduction  in  the  number  of  notifications 
received  in  1957  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  there 
were  198.  The  great  majority  of  these,  however,  were  due  to 
measles,  the  incidence  of  which  was  very  low  in  1957* 

INFLUENZA 


An  epidemic  of  Asian  Influenza  which  had  begun  in  the  Far 
East  in  the  early  Summer,  spread  rapidly  and  widely  and  reached 
this  country  in  the  Autumn.  The  illness  was  prevalent  in  the 
Bridgnorth  area  from  mid-October  until  about  the  end  of  November . 

The  majority  of  the  early  cases  were  school-children,  mainly 
those  between  the  ages  of  8 and  15  years.  Infant  school  pupils 
and  children  under  school-age  were  not  such  ready  victims  to 
the  causal  virus.  Most  of  the  adult  cases  seemed  to  occur  in  the 
later  weeks  of  the  outbreak. 

The  illness  was  of  sudden  onset  and  generally  of  short 
duration  most  patients  having  fully  recovered  in  5 to  7 days . 
Relapses,  however,  occurred  quite  commonly  in  those  who  returned 
to  school  or  work  too  soon.  Complications  were  few  and  there 
was  only  one  death  recorded  as  due  to  influenza  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year, 

A limited  supply  of  Influenza  Vaccine  was  made  available 
to  Local  Health  Authorities  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the 
County  Health  Department  offered  vaccination  to  those  at 
greatest  risk,  e.g.  doctors  and  hospital  nurses,  ambulance 
attendants  3 district  nurses  and  midwiver,  health  visitors  and 
home  helps . 


TUBERCULQSIo 


Nine  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
(6  males  and  3 females)  this  being  the  highest  number 
since  1951  when  there  were  also  9 notifications. 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
in  1957. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 


■ ' ■ ' ' — 

Type  of  Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  at 
end  1958 

Respiratory 

26 

23 

49 

39 

N on-R  e s pir  a t or  y 

2 

5 

7 

7 

-21- 


PRSVANTIOH  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Reference  has  already  teen  made  in  Section  B to  the  Iimnuni- 
sation  and  Vaccination  procedures  availatlt-  for  the  protection 
of  infants  and  children  against  various  infectious  diseases. 

Information  and  advice  atout  vaccination  against  small-pox 
and  poliomyelitis.;  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  \jhooping- 
cough  and  tetanus  are  sent  as  a routing  matter  to  the  parents 
of  all  infants  horn  in  ’l£he  County,  ty  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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